
Mr. Kurt Harstine

1.  What activities were you involved in as a student at RVHS?
Mr. Harstine was involved in Boy Scouts, Wrestling, Football, Track, Concert Band, Acappella choir, and 
TLC Tutoring. 

2.  What or who was influential in your life that drove you towards your career field?
Mr. Turnbull was Mr. Harstine’s Freshman English teacher and Wrestling coach. Mr. Turnbull’s passion 
for teaching and coaching set it in a motion to go into Education. Mr. Harstine’s undergraduate degree is 
in Education, Integrated Social Studies. Being gone so much in the MIlitary that field which led him to get 
his Masters in Social Work. 

3. What are your career and job responsibilities?
Mr. Harstine now works for the Department of Veteran Affairs as a licensed independent social worker in 
a program called Mental Health Intensive Case Management. He works with severely mentally ill 
veterans. He helps the veteran manage symptoms of mental illness through therapy, access to 
community resources, and navigation through what can be complicated medical systems, both VA and 
private. Sometimes it is working with someone who is battling substance abuse/self-medication while 
others it teaches skills to reduce suicidal ideations or acts. Some days Mr. Harstine is a glorified taxi 
driver. The mission is to always meet the veteran where he or she is in life and help him or her reach or 
develop achievable goals. 

4. How did River View lay a good foundation for your success?
Going to RVHS afforded Mr. Harstine many opportunities for greater learning in and out of the classroom. 
The school demonstrated the effectiveness of a strong community in the success of its students, which he 
benefited from. Mr. Harstine feels he took advantage of those opportunities, sports, music, and 
volunteering, which rounded out the academic preparation for a better preparedness in the real world.  




